













of	discrimination	against	themselves	and	against	their	group,	and	through	shared	opinions	on	political	and	social	issues	(McClain	and	Stewart	78).	A	shared	history	of	discrimination	is	present	among	those	of	mixed-race	identity,	but	racial	cleavages	within	this	identity	group,	and	the	corresponding	variance	in	socioeconomic	standings,	impede	substantial	political	cohesion.	For	example,	mixed-racial	identities	such	as	White-Asian	do	not	require	such	agency,	as	do	mixed-racial	identities	comprising	more	severely	marginalized	racial	categories.	 	 As	much	as	racial	identity	affects	socioeconomic	status,	socioeconomic	status	affects	identification.	Those	of	mixed-racial	heritage	are	more	likely	to	identify	as	White	or	as	of	mixed-race	identity	if	they	are	of	higher	socioeconomic	status,	and	conversely	are	more	likely	to	identify	with	a	specific	minority	group	if	they	are	of	lower	socioeconomic	status.	“’For	the	growing	mixed-race	population,	racial	labeling	choices	are	intimately	linked	to	social	group	attachments,	identities,	and	income’”	(Davenport).	This	reverberates	the	notion	that	racial	identification	indicates	both	felt	oppression	and	a	desire	for	agency.		 A	similar	phenomenon	occurs	with	social	perception	of	racial	identity.	Even	though	race	is	widely	understood	to	be	a	social	construct,	racial	categories	are	enforced	due	to	shared	histories	of	oppression.	While	
	
organization	based	on	race	has	given	agency	to	oppressed	groups,	it	also	reinforces	associations	drawn	between	racial	groups	and	specific	socioeconomic	statuses.	Out	of	the	racial	groups	with	which	they	identify,	those	of	biracial	or	multiracial	identity	who	are	of	lower	socioeconomic	status	are	likely	to	be	perceived	as	members	of	the	group	that	has	historically	been	the	most	severely	oppressed.	Oppositely,	those	who	are	of	higher	socioeconomic	status	are	likely	to	be	perceived	as	members	of	the	group	that	has	historically	been	the	least	oppressed	(Sanchez,	Garcia).	In	any	case,	it	can	be	concluded	that	mixed-race	identities	are	unique	in	their	respective	socioeconomic	statuses,	and	that	socioeconomic	status,	in	turn,	reinforces	the	identity	of	mixed-race	individuals.		 													
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